CHAPTER   VI
BALFOUR IN IRELAND
IN AUGUST 1885 the Grimes Act was to expire, and, when
it became known that Gladstone proposed to renew certain
of its provisions, the Irish Party began to veer towards the
Conservatives, who, in turn, knowing that the strength of the
Irish Party would be much increased as a result of the
lowered franchise, did not reject their advances. Meanwhile
the Liberal Cabinet had failed to agree on a scheme for an
" Irish Central Board " which it was proposed should be set
up over a reformed system of local government in Ireland,
although the scheme had the approval of ParnclL The Irish
joined with the Tories to beat the Liberals on the Budget
proposals in June 1885, Lord Salisbury formed a minority
Government to carry on business till the General Election
in November : it will be observed that he did not renew the
Grimes Act and proposed a Land Purchase Act which was
acceptable to ParnelL He appointed a Viceroy, Lord
Carnarvon, who had definitely expressed himself in a letter
to him as being in favour of Home Rule: he had himself used
language at least consistent with Home Rule ; and it was
known that the Conservatives had been negotiating with
ParnelL Nevertheless, in November the General Election was
fought without the electorate being enlightened by either
party as to their policy on Home Rule, although the Irish
question was the dominant issue in British politics. The elec-
tion was disappointing to the Conservatives, and indecisive.
The Liberals lost twenty seats, and the Conservatives and
Irish together outnumbered them by only four, Ireland,
however, had spoken with no uncertain voice for Home
Rule ; even in Ulster there was a majority ; and this was not
lost on Mr. Gladstone. However, the Conservative Cabinet
after the election decided unequivocally against Home Rule,